
JANUARY 2025 (TEVET 5785)       Congregation Beth Israel Page 1 

 

  

 

Congregation Beth Israel 
 

Where the old is made new, 
and the new, holy. Moving? Email change?  Please inform us of your new address. 

 

6 Dundee Park 
Suite 301 
Andover, MA  01810 
 

PH:  978.474.0540 
 
office@BethIsraelMV.org 
www.BethIsraelMV.org 

Like us on Facebook! 

JANUARY 2025 

TEVET 5785 

Congregation Beth Israel 
 

A spiritual oasis for the Jewish community! 
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By Rabbi Howard Mandell 

As the sefer torah(s) are returned to the holy ark each Shabbat morning, we chant the following verse in    

Hebrew:  d’rah’che’hah darchai-noam, v’chol n’tee’vo’tee’hah shalom, “Her [Torah’s] ways are ways of 

pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.”  

 

This verse, which is taken verbatim from Proverbs 3:17, serves as the source for one of the most important of 

the 613 mitzvot or commandments established by the rabbis of the Talmud, that being, darchei shalom, “the 

ways of peace”. More specifically, the rabbis of the Talmud believed that halacha, or “Jewish law,” was   

given primarily to increase pleasantness and peace in the world. 

 

For example, it is taught in the Jerusalem Talmud Gittin 5:9, “In a town where Gentiles and Jews live        

together, one appoints     overseers of charity from Gentiles and Jews; one provides for the Gentile and     

Jewish poor, visits Gentile and Jewish mourners. We do this for the sake of peace.” 

 

I thought of the mitzvah of darchei shalom this Chanukah, when the first evening of Chanukah and Christmas 

fell on the same day, December 25, which, in turn, reminded me of the famous teaching from the Talmud  

involving two rabbis, who are by now       hopefully old friends to many of us, Hillel and Shammai. A        

non-Jew first approaches Shammai, and then Hillel, asking both of them the same exact question: “[I]f you 

can tell me everything that I need to know, while standing on one foot, I will convert to Judaism.” Shammai, 

who tended to apply the “letter of the law” in interpreting Jewish law, is angered by the man’s question and 

thus chases him way, chastising the man for asking such a ridiculous question. 

 

Hillel, however, who typically was guided by what he perceived to be the “spirit of the law,” takes a more 

inclusive approach,    telling the man that he will be glad to convert him, that all the man needs to know is 

“not to do unto others what he would not want them to do unto him, and that the rest is merely commentary.”  

Hillel concludes his remarks to the man by strongly encouraging him to now go out and practice this      

teaching. 

 

With the spike in Antisemitism in our state and country and across the world, it would be understandable, if 

we Jews decided to pull back and retrench from the greater community. Yet, I am constantly heartened by the 

non-Jewish clergy in our community, who are greatly dismayed by the increase in Antisemitism, and who 

have offered to do whatever they can to educate and sensitize their religious communities. 

 

I am thus hoping that we, as a synagogue community, will do even more to reach out during 2025 to our     

non-Jewish neighbors and showing them the beauty of Torah and of the Jewish Tradition. 

 

 

Continued on Page 3 
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By Rabbi Howard Mandell 

 

This past Friday evening, I had the pleasure and the privilege of leading a Friday night service at our sister 

synagogue in Andover, Temple Emanuel. In my d’var Torah, I shared that the holiday of Chanukah is about 2 

conflicts going on in Israel in the Second Century B.C.E.—the one that most of us are familiar with--the 

Maccabees’ revolt against King Antiochus and the Greeks—but there was also a second, serious and even 

violent conflict going on in Israel at the same time. 

 

This conflict was an internal one, between the Maccabees and their followers, who are described by the     

rabbis as “zealots,” and those Jews living in Israel, who were more assimilated, having adopted aspects and 

practices of the Greek culture. 

 

Internal conflicts within Judaism have existed, unfortunately, for the past 2,000 years, starting in the First 

Century C.E. with the Saducees, the more wealthy and powerful Jews of the time, and the Pharisees, the 

younger, less powerful rabbinical class. These conflicts have continued up to the present time, with the      

establishment of different movements in Judaism. I have thus reached out to Rabbi Wilfond, the Rabbi at 

Temple Emanuel, and expressed my hope that our two houses of worship can do more things together during 

the coming year, for however important our respective movements may be, klal Yisrael, the Yiddish phrase 

meaning “the whole Jewish community” and the well-being of the entire Jewish community should be of   

paramount concern for each of us. 

 

I am hopeful that by strengthening our bonds with both our fellow Jews and with the many non-Jews of good 

faith in our community, we can do our part to fight Antisemitism and to demonstrate that the ways of Torah 

are to bring peace and pleasantness to the world. 

 

Wishing your loved ones and you a healthy, meaningful, and blessing filled secular new year!       

 

Rabbi Howard Mandell 

 Todah Rabah, Thank You -תודה רבּה
 

Thank you to my CBI family for the wonderful celebration 
for my 101st Birthday! 
 
Fondly, 
Ethel Somers 
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By Jeff Tye 
 

 

“IMAGINEERING – PART 2” 
 

As we approach the end of Chanukkah (ending in the evening of Jan. 2, 2025), we also know that we have 
begun a new secular year.  (Dick Clark probably didn’t even realize that new generations would enjoy     
welcoming in the New Year with as much celebration and fanfare as he created back then, or did he??) 
Many around the world will be trying to create several resolutions to enact over the coming year. History 
tells us though that most of these resolutions will typically fall by the wayside by the end of January.        
Instead of saying something big like, “I will lose 30 pounds in the next 3 months”, what if it were changed to 
“I intend to lose 10 pounds per month for the next three months by eating a healthier menu”.  This breaks the 
goal down to a much more manageable intention and it has a specific plan (or component) to get there,   
making it more likely to succeed.   
 
For example, while preparing my thoughts for this article, I found out that the small band of the Maccabees 
and their followers did not actually end the war when they recaptured the (Second) Temple. Apparently, the 
war to reclaim their Jewish heritage and practices lasted for several more years.  The Temple though, was 
finally back under their control, but it became a significant step in their ultimate fight, spurring them on to 
victory.  (Smaller goals that further larger goals, despite the odds against it.)  
 
In last month’s Executive Board Bulletin article, Jon Brody shared with us the basics of a new and exciting 
program that USCJ has created in conjunction with author Ben Voorspan.  If you haven’t read Jon’s article 
yet (or even if you have), it’s well worth the read (or re-read).  (It can be found on our website             

bethisraelmv.org in the December’24 Bulletin.  The focus of it revolves around the Disney concept of 
imagineering and how it can apply to non-profits such as ours.  To learn more about this process, I  
purchased the book that Ben wrote on this topic.  Not surprisingly, it's a very interesting, enlightening, and 

enjoyable read.  Just like a “New Year’s” resolution can be restated / reframed to make it more achievable, 
so too can CBI’s next chapter in our continuing journey be furthered with the right guidance.  This is an 
“easy” way that each of us can help create our next chapter!  

Jon closed his article last month with the following request: “I would love to start a group to meet every   

other week to begin reimagining what our shul could be in the next 2-10 years. What are our biggest      
challenges? How can they be addressed starting with a blank sheet of paper and then eventually addressed 
given the constraints we really have, or believe we have. If you are interested in joining me on this quest, 

send me an email at JonBrody@comcast.net and I will start gathering names and we will find a time we can 
all meet ….and DREAM.”         This offer still stands! 

I also decided to review our “Elevator Pitch” (additionally found on our website).  It was created several 

years ago with the help of our ESC partners and the Committee that worked with them. So far, it has stood 
the test of time, with good results!   “Throughout our long history, Congregation Beth Israel has been a 

warm, vibrant Jewish community. Every member is invited to engage in a rich, diverse mix of religious, 
community service, learning and social activities for adults. While honoring the traditions of the past, we 
strive to strengthen and renew our faith with participatory religious services, active community involvement, 

a wide range of adult education programs, and a full calendar of fun social events. At Congregation Beth 
Israel, we believe everyone is family.” 

Continued on Page 6           
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By Jeff Tye 
 

All we have to do is look at our calendar of recent events, current and future activities that are already  
scheduled, to see how closely this fits with our “elevator pitch”.  Many thanks to all who have made these 
events come to fruition, from planning and legwork, food preparations, opening their homes, creating      
publicity and taking care of all the myriad details required for successful programs and events!  If someone 
were to ask you, “what makes CBI such a special place?”, would you be able to provide them with an       
enthusiastic answer?  At the very least, look at our calendar and be aware of upcoming events!  For example, 
can you name all 8 activities that are already on the calendar between now and March 2, which doesn’t even 
include our regular Thursday night minyanim and our Shabbat morning minyanim? (Hint for one of these 8 
events) Did you know about our never-been-done (at CBI) Israeli olive oil tasting program on Jan. 12 
(limited to the first 40 participants that sign up!)?  Better yet, invite someone to join you for one or more of 
these events! 
 
In the spirit of creating an even “brighter” future (sorry, still looking at the glow of the Chanukkah candles), 
this year, let each of us resolve to participate in more of the offerings at CBI. Let’s spread the light of what 
we Imagineer we can become, even if it is just one candle at a time! 

THURSDAY NIGHT MINYAN 
 

Regularly scheduled on the 1st & 3rd  
Thursdays of each month 

 
Thursday, January 2 & 16 

 
You are invited to join us whenever you can to    support the 
congregants and friends who are in mourning or observing a 
yahrzeit of a loved one. 
 
Please let Janet know if you plan on attending by the 
Wednesday before by clicking here:  
office@bethisraelmv.org and we will email you the Zoom 
link. 

mailto:Office@bethisraelmv.org


JANUARY 2025 (TEVET 5785)       Congregation Beth Israel Page 6 

 



JANUARY 2025 (TEVET 5785)       Congregation Beth Israel Page 7 

 



JANUARY 2025 (TEVET 5785)       Congregation Beth Israel Page 8 

 



JANUARY 2025 (TEVET 5785)       Congregation Beth Israel Page 9 

 



JANUARY 2025 (TEVET 5785)       Congregation Beth Israel Page 10 

 



JANUARY 2025 (TEVET 5785)       Congregation Beth Israel Page 11 

 



JANUARY 2025 (TEVET 5785)       Congregation Beth Israel Page 12 

 



JANUARY 2025 (TEVET 5785)       Congregation Beth Israel Page 13 

 

In Loving Memory 
 
Memorial plaques for the loved ones 
of CBI members and friends who have 
passed away are on display in the CBI 
hallways to be viewed at any time. 
 
To honor the memory of your loved 
one with a memorial or yahrzeit 
(anniversary of death) plaque at CBI, 
please contact Janet at 978.474.0540 
or via email. The cost is $250 per 
plaque. 

KIDDUSH SPONSORS NEEDED 
 

We have a few dates still available for the re-
mainder of the year. Do you have a Yahrzeit 
coming up? Special Birthday? How about just 
because? 
 

We can do the shopping and setup for a 
small fee of $75.  
 

The following dates are available: 
 
 January 11 
 January 25 
 February 1 
 February 22 
 March 1 
 March 8 
 March 15 

 
Please contact Janet at  
office @bethisraelmv.org or at 

978.474.0540. 

CBI Cares 
 

 

CBI Cares is here for you.  

 

Please notify Barbara 

Moverman at  

Barbara.moverman@gmail.com or 

Janet at   

office@bethisraelmv.org if 

you know of someone could 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND HOLIDAYS! 
 

 January 9   “The Jewish Experience in Haverhill 

 January 12   Olive Oil Tasting Workshop—Please RSVP 

 January 13   Board Meeting 

 January 20   Martin Luther King Jr. Day—Office Closed 

 January 23   International Holocaust Remembrance Day 

 January 31   Shabbat on the Road 

 February 2   Book Review “Waking Lions” 

 February 8   Tu B’Shevat Seder following Services 

 February 10  Board Meeting 

 February 17   President’s Day—Office Closed 

 February 21  Potluck Dinner & Shabbat Chai 

 March 2   Brunch & Antisemitism Presentation 

mailto:office@bethisraelmv.org?subject=email
mailto:office@bethisraelmv.org
mailto:barbara.moverman@gmail.com
mailto:office@bethisraelmv.org
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The February 2025 

Bulletin deadline is 

Friday, January 24th, 2025 

Send your articles to 
Newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org with 

“January Newsletter"  

 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS JANUARY 2024 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
  חדש תדלוה םוי

 

 

Tina Spector January 4 

Jeremy Finkle January 11 

Mark Kaplan January 21 

Hilary Guida January 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

The CBI Board of Directors will meet on Monday,      

January 13th at 7:15pm on Zoom for their regularly 

scheduled monthly meeting.   

All Board Meetings are open to the membership.  If you 

would like to attend, RSVP no later than January 9th to  

Janet at 978.474.0540 or  

office@BethIsraelMV.org and the Zoom link will be 

provided, along with an agenda. 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 

Consider making a donation to the Rabbi’s 

Discretionary Fund which gives  Rabbi   

Mandell the ability to purchase or fund items 

that benefit the synagogue, our members, and 

our neighbors in need.  Kindly send your   

donation to Janet in the CBI office, check 

made out to CBI, including the notation 

“RDF”, and it will be credited accordingly. 

 Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best wishes for 

many more 

healthy and happy 

celebrations! 

mailto:Newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:amy@BethIsraelMV.org
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Join us for Kiddush Luncheon following  
Shabbat Morning Services! 

 

THANK YOU OUR  OCTOBER 
 

KIDDUSH / ONEG / SPECIAL EVENT SPONSORS 
 

 
 

Sponsor  Date Occasion 
 
Ida & Charles Marget December 7 In memory of their beloved  
     daughter, Marcia Berns and  
     Ida’s mother, Jennie Kallman 
 
Cindy & Burt Ochs  December 14 In memory of Cindy’s beloved 
     father, Fred Bachner 
 
Ken Zeller  December 21 In memory of his beloved  
     mother, Jeanne Zeller 
 
Merle Roesler  December 21 In memory of her beloved father, 
     Jack Schlesinger 
 
Elaine Winic  December 28 In memory of her beloved aunts, 
     Gert Tessler, Sylvia Abramson, 
     and her beloved uncle, Seymour 
     Rosenstone 

 
 

Donations to the Kiddush Fund are always gratefully accepted. 
 

 
Upcoming dates are available to honor / remember loved ones 

and / or special events / holidays. 

 
Contact Janet for more information on Kiddush sponsorships. 
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TEMPLE FUND 
 
FROM   TO     OCCASION 
 

Elaine Winic    Ruth Jacobson   Mazel Tov on your 100th birthday 

Elaine Winic    Ethel Somers   Mazel Tov on your 101st birthday 

Elaine Winic    Rebecca Fishbein  In memory of your beloved father and  
     & Mitch Guttentag  grandfather, Albert Guttentag 

Robin Insuik    Rebecca Fishbein  In memory of your beloved father and  
     & Mitch Guttentag  grandfather, Albert Guttentag 

Jeff & Gayle Tye   Rebecca Fishbein  In memory of your beloved father and  
     & Mitch Guttentag  grandfather, Albert Guttentag 

Alan & Debby Friedman  Rebecca Fishbein  In memory of your beloved father and  
     & Mitch Guttentag  grandfather, Albert Guttentag 

Tina & Howie Spector  Rebecca Fishbein  In memory of your beloved father and  
     & Mitch Guttentag  grandfather, Albert Guttentag 

Robin & Mike Rose   Rebecca Fishbein  In memory of your beloved father and  
     & Mitch Guttentag  grandfather, Albert Guttentag 

Jill Schoenberg   Rebecca Fishbein  In memory of your beloved father and  
     & Mitch Guttentag  grandfather, Albert Guttentag 

Paul & Barbara Garnick  Rebecca Fishbein  In memory of your beloved father and  
     & Mitch Guttentag  grandfather, Albert Guttentag 

Jim Shainker    Rebecca Fishbein  In memory of your beloved father and  
     & Mitch Guttentag  grandfather, Albert Guttentag 

Jerry Golner 

Michelle & Larry Soll   The Simons Family  In memory of your beloved mother and 
         grandmother, Carole Simons 

Beth & Peter Edelstein  Rebecca Fishbein  In memory of your beloved father and  
     & Mitch Guttentag  grandfather, Albert Guttentag 

Ellen Macklin    Ms. Leah &    Mazel Tov on the birth of your grandson,  
     Rabbi Ron Muroff  Myles Ian Muroff 

Susannah & Rob Abbott  Suzanne & Ron Grosz  Mazel Tov on Jason’s engagement! 

Susannah & Rob Abbott  Amy Sherr & Family  In memory of your beloved husband and 
       father, Michael Sherr 

Susannah & Rob Abbott  Robin & Mike Rose  Mazel Tov on David’s engagement! 

Susannah & Rob Abbott  Rebecca Fishbein  In memory of your beloved father  
     & Mitch Guttentag  and grandfather, Albert Guttentag 

Susannah & Rob Abbott  Amy & J.P. Lee and Family In memory of your beloved mother a 
       grandmother, Antionette Marie Lee 
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TEMPLE FUND 
 
FROM   TO     OCCASION 
 
Susannah & Rob Abbott Caren Jacobson    Mazel Tov on David’s marriage! 

 & Blair Roberts 

Gayle & Jeff Tye Ethel Somers   Happy 101st Birthday! 

Ellen Macklin  The Leshin Family  In loving memory Carolyn Sadow  
  Leshin, wife of Stewart, mother of Amy 
   and her husband Ken Guile and Robert 
   and his wife Jennifer.  Adored grand 
  mother of Ryan, Lila, Reece, and  
   Rylee. Sister of Warren Sadow 

Roberta Hantgan Amy Sherr  In memory of your beloved husband and 
   father, Michael Sherr 

Elaine Winic  Lorraine & Terry Fetters Thank you for the amazing cookies! 

Gilbert Brown 

B’nai Brith Booth at the Topsfield Fair 

 
YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 
 
MOURNER     DEPARTED 
 

Ida & Charles Marget & Marla Leafer  Marcia Marget Berns, Daughter & Sister 

Ida & Charles Marget & Marla Leafer  Jennie Kalman, Mother & Grandmother 

Ruth Curran       Lena Gerson, Grandmother 

Joan & Louis Martins     Jennie Eva Hoffman, Grandmother 

Joan & Louis Martins     Lee Greenberg, Aunt 

Pamela Bruckman     Maurice Schwartz, Father 

Pamela Bruckman     Barbara Schwartz, Mother 

Stephen Cohen & Esther Barmak   Harriet Cohen, Mother 

Alan & Debby Friedman    Miriam Friedman, Mother 

Alan & Debby Friedman    Nathan Friedman, Father 

Julie Siegal      Marilyn Block, Mother 

 
We appreciate and accept all donations for various funds for recognition purposes, however all donations are used for general 
operating expenses except those to the Rabbi Discretionary Fund and the Leonard C. Mandell Legacy Fund / May Their Memory 
Always be for a Blessing  
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YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 
 
MOURNER     DEPARTED 
 
Barbara Pofcher     Jerry Goldman, Son-in-law 

Barbara Pofcher     Lillian Finkelstein Pivnick, Mother 

Barbara Pofcher     Harry Pofcher, Father-in-law 

Karen Meyer     Samuel Goldberg, Grandfather 

Jerry Golner      Burton Golner, Brother 

Roberta Hantgan     George & Hon Hantgan, Parents 

Roberta Hantgan     Joyce Kravitz, Friend 

Ellen Brody      Sophie Lurie, Grandmother 

Ellen Brody      Abraham Fox, Grandfather 

Ellen Macklin      Lester Macklin, Husband 

 
 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
    
FROM    TO    OCCASION 
 
Rebecca Fishbein    Rabbi Mandell   With gratitude, Mitch, Rebecca, and & 
Mitch Guttentag       Family 

Gayle & Jeff Tye   Rabbi Mandell   In honor of all your efforts on behalf of 
         CBI 

 

 
 

LEONARD C. MANDELL LEGACY FUND / MAY THEIR MEMORY ALWAYS BE 
FOR A BLESSING 
    
FROM    TO    OCCASION 

 
Rabbi Howard Mandell  
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The following names will be read, and people remembered at Yahrzeit, on Shabbat Morning 

January 4 — 10 
4 — 10 Tevet 

  
Barbara Bernstein 
Eva Bernstein 
Nathan Bernstein 
Louis H. Bloch 
Sheila Bunin 
Harry Cohen 
Max Cohen 
Robert Damelin 
Oscar Edelstein 
Myer Falk 
Pearl R. Feinman 
Jacob Finberg 
Nathan Finkle 
Nathan G. Friedman 
Israel Froman 
Isadore Garnick 
Elaine Goldstein 
Nathan Greenbaum 
Gertrude Greenblatt 
Sydney Greenhouse 
Samuel Jacobson 
Betty Kleinbart 
Joseph Lasser 
Mary Leavitt 
Minnie Levine 
Martin Lieberman 
Bessie W. Novick 
Malcolm Ochs 
Rebecca Rappaport 
Joseph J. Ravich 
Lillian Roffman 
Ben Rostler 
Jack Shatz 
Jennie Steinberg 
Morris Steinberg 
Barney Trager 
Max Vinecour 
Jenny Zeichner 

January 11 — 17 
11 — 17 Tevet 

  
 

Esta Alexander 
Jill Aszling 
Louis Baratz 
Rose Barlofsky 
Anna Baskin 
Joseph D. Bernstein 
Simon Borenstein 
Nathan Brodsky 
Minnie Tuton Cohen 
Bessie Corr 
Samuel Curley 
Philip Davidson 
Ethel Feuer 
Rebecca Filler 
Bess Finkle 
Abraham Jacob Fox 
Rebecca Garnick 
Israel Gedansky 
E. Mary Gruber 
Dr. Ralph Heifetz 
Sidney Herscovitz 
Sally Hurwitz 
Helen Jacobson 
Millie Kaplan 
Jennie Levy 
Frances Friedman  
 Mandell 
Abraham Rosengard 
Helen Rosenstone 
Norman Rubin 
Louis Sanft 
Susan Ina Schrader 
Helen Schwartz 
Mitchell (Motle)  
 Schwartz 
Samuel Schwartz 
Maurice Seeche 
Mary Silverman 
Dr. Jay Slosberg 
Frank H. Sobil 
Jay Tichenor 
Joseph Vinecour 
Frank Warshawsky 
Rose Weisman 
Martin Weiss 
Harry Winic 
Mary Wolfe 
Harry Zubick 

January 18 — 24 
18 — 24 Tevet 

  

Hannah Bennoun 
Bessie Brams 
Louis J. Brams 
Simon Dubinsky 
Alfred Feinberg 
Edward Fine 
William M. Franks 
Hyman Gass 
Irving Goldstein 
Lillian Goldwasser 
Irving Greenberg 
Robert Himelfarb 
Bernice Insuik 
Gilbert Kaplan 
Pauline Kaplan 
Sarah Knopf 
Rose Kritzman 
Eli Landy 
Sarah Leventhal 
Frances Levin 
Dr. Herman S. Levine 
Morris Levine 
Wallace H. Levy 
Sophie Laura Lurie 
Lester Macklin 
Robert Arthur Novick 
Norman Rosen 
Esther Rostler 
Ruth Saffrin 
Mildred Schulman 
Jacob Scolnick 
Nellie Shek 
Irving H. Ward 
Melvin Wolk 
Jeffrey Yafa 
Bernard Albert Zarkin 
Rose Ziskind 

January 25 — 31 
25 Tevet — 2 Shevat 

  

Joseph M. Albertson 
Benjamin Bennoun 
Nancy Berman 
Henry Blume 
Martha Brodsky 
Rose Cooperstein 
Israel Cussell 
Jenny Faigel 
Rebecca Finkelstein 
David Martin Gass 
Jacob Gerson 
Nathan Gofman 
Jack A. Greenberg 
Ray S. Greenberg 
Sandra Bernice Hershfield 
Milton Issenberg 
Pauline Kaplan 
Klara Koffman 
Frieda Korobkin 
Judith Kroll 
Ancel Land 
Sarah Landy 
Isadore Leventhal 
Robert Pann 
Charles Richards 
Tillie Robinson 
Julius Rubin 
Irving Saginor 
Yetta Schwartz 
Fannie B. Shapiro 
Lea Shiffman 
Ruth Greenstein Spill 
Abraham Isaac Stern 
Morris Stowsky 
Shirlye Sherrard Wald 
Saul White 
Phyllis Yaffa 
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Social Action Bulletin Article 
January 2025

 
A heartfelt thank you to Robin Rose and Rebecca Fishbein Guttentag for once again           
coordinating our annual project to provide holiday gifts for children in need in our           
community. This is the 18th year the CBI community has responded to this need, and we  
provided gifts for 25 children. This year we once again partnered with Operation Elf, which 
was founded by our very own Sarah Blumenstock & Kris Girrell. Operation Elf is designed 
to bring hope, joy, and the spirit of the holidays to children in at-risk situations across      
Massachusetts and greater New England. Operation Elf partners with many local referring 
community agencies, including the Nashua Children’s Home, Jewish Family and Children’s 
Services, and Children’s Services of Roxbury among others that review each child’s situation 
prior to including them in our program.  
 
Thank you for joining us in Tikkun Olam! 
 
Susannah Abbott and Amy Friedman Lee 
Social Action Committee Co-Chairs 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

 Mazel Tov, Congratulations - מזל טוב
 

Ethel Somers on her 101st Birthday! 

Ruth Jacobson (Caren’s mother) on her 100th Birthday! 

 
 Tanchumim, Condolences - תנחומים

 
Rebecca Fishbein & Mitch Guttentag on the loss of Mitch’s father, Albert Guttentag 

 
 

 Todah Rabah, Thank You -תודה רבּה
 

Hilary Guida for shopping and preparing our weekly Kiddush. 

Brian (from Ozzy Properties) for replacing all the light bulbs in Janet’s office. 

Robin & Mike Rose for hosting the fabulous Chanukah Party! 

Lorraine & Terry Fetters for the delicious homemade cookie platter. 
 

Mi Shebeirach 
 

Burt Ochs 
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Cowan Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 

 
359 Main Street 

Haverhill, MA 01830 
 

 Phone: (978) 372-1451 
Fax: (978) 521-4669 

E-mail: stef@cowaninsurance.com 
 

 Specializing in Business & Personal  
Insurance 

 

 

Advertisers 

Family owned and operated for 
5 generations in the Merrimack Valley 

                      

 
 

978.372.9311 
 

 106 Summer St., Haverhill 
210 So. Main St., Bradford 

www.farmerfuneralhomes.com 

 

GOLDMAN 
FUNERAL 
CHAPEL 

 

174 Ferry Street 
Malden, MA 02148 

 
HARVEY GOLDMAN 

JAY GOLDMAN 
 

Boston Area: 781-324-1122  
Toll Free: 800-982-3717 

Fax: 781-324-7553 
Email: goldmanfc@comcast.net 

Complete Cleaning 
Company 

 
Carpets  

&  
Upholstery 

 
Rich Bouchard 
978-975-1074 

mailto:stef@cowaninsurance.com
http://www.farmerfuneralhomes.com
mailto:goldmanfc@comcast.net
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Tel: (978) 535-6449  
Fax: (978) 535-6816 

 

474 Lowell Street 
 Peabody, MA 01960 

 

todd@levineskoshermkt.com 
 

http://www.levineskoshermkt.com 

  

 

 

Beth El Cemetery 

Chelmsford 

Serving Congregation Beth Israel and 
The Merrimack Valley Jewish Community 

 
 

Impeccably Maintained 
Mixed Religion Burial Area 

Quiet and Serene Setting 
 

For a guided tour of the cemetery and to discuss  
availability and costs of burial plots, go to 

bethelcemeteryma.org/contacts 
 

Jim Shainker, President 
Howie Flagler, Vice President 

 
 
 

mailto:todd@levineskoshermkt.com
http://www.levineskoshermkt.com
mailto:bethelcemeteryma.org/contacts
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JNF TREE CERTIFICATES ARE 
AVAILABLE AT CBI 

 
For a contribution of $18 (same price as 
online at the JNF website), you can 
request a personalized JNF Trees for 
Israel certificate be sent to the recipient 
of your choice, for any occasion! 
 
What a meaningful way to honor, 
memorialize and celebrate friends and 
loved ones at birthdays, anniversaries, 
accomplishments, b’nei mitzvah, 
weddings, births, healing, get well 
wishes, and more! 
 
Please call or email Amy in the office for 
more information and to order your 
certificates today! 
 
To learn more 
about the work of  
Jewish National 
Fund, visit their 
website, 
www.jnf.org.  

mailto:office@BethIsraelMV.org
http://www.jnf.org
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Rabbi 
Howard Mandell 

 
Rabbi Mandell is 

available by calling 
the Synagogue 

or via email, 
RabbiMandell@ 

BethIsraelMV.org 
 
 

Synagogue 
Office Hours 

 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Monday - Friday 

 
It’s always a good idea to 
call/email prior to making 
a trip to the Synagogue 
to be sure someone is 
available to greet you. 

 
Phone: 978.474.0540 

 
 

office@BethIsraelMV.org 

Board of Directors 

CBI Email Addresses 
 

STAFF / LEADERSHIP / COMMITTEES 
 

Rabbi Howard Mandell = RabbiMandell@BethIsraelMV.org 
Administrator, Janet Damelin = office@BethIsraelMV.org 
President, Jeff Tye = JTMedic1@comcast.net 
Vice President, Programming, Caren Jacobson = carenblair@aol.com 
Vice President, Finance/Treasurer, Jonathan Brody = jonbrody@comcast.net 
Clerk, Sarah Blumenstock = sarahbg@verizon.net 
Back To Shul Task Force, Caren Jacobson = carenblair@aol.com 
CBI Cares, Barbara Moverman = CBICares@BethIsraelMV.org 
Newsletter, Janet Damelin = newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org 
Social Action / Chesed, Susannah Abbott & Amy Friedman Lee = SocialAction@BethIsraelMV.org 
Webmaster, Rick Pike = webmaster@BethIsraelMV.org 
Website, Robin Rose = rmrose6016@verizon.net 

President Jeffrey Tye 

Vice President,  
Programming 

Caren Jacobson 

Vice President,  
Finance 

Jonathan Brody 

Clerk Sarah Blumenstock 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

DIRECTORS 

Hilary Guida Philip Onigman 

Judith Mizner Bill Shek 

Bob Moverman Elaine Winic 

Rick Pike  

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Robin Rose Tanya Gould 

Howard Flagler Howard Spector 

Jim Shainker  

mailto:Rabbi@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:office@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:RabbiMandell@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:amy@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:JTMedic1@comcast.net
mailto:carenblair@aol.com
mailto:JonBrody@comcast.net
mailto:CBICares@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:SocialAction@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:webmaster@BethIsraelMV.org
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      January 2025 
Tevet 5785 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1             1 Tevet 
 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 
 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

2                   2 Tevet 
 
MINYAN @ 7:00PM 

3            3 Tevet 
 
4:05pm Candle 
Lighting 

4                      4 Tevet 
  
Shabbat Services @ 
9:30am 
 

Havdalah @ 5:12pm 

5               5 Tevet 
 
 

6               6 Tevet 
 
 

7          7 Tevet 
 
MAH JONGG 
@ 7:00pm 

8                  8 Tevet 9              9 Tevet 
“The Jewish 
Experience in 
Haverhill” 
presented by Jill 
Schoenberg @ 
7:00pm 
Buttonwoods 
Museum 

10        10 Tevet 
 
Asara B’Tevet 
 
Fast beings 
5:44am 
 
4:13pm Candle 
Lighting 

11                  11 Tevet 
  
Shabbat Services @ 
9:30am 
 

Havdalah @ 5:18pm 

12           12 Tevet 
 
Olive Oil Tasting 
Workshop 
@ 10:00am 

13           13 Tevet 
 
 Board Meeting 
@ 7;15pm 
  

14      14 Tevet 
 
MAH JONGG 
@ 7:00pm 

15              15 Tevet 16               16 Tevet 
 
MINYAN @ 7:00PM 

17        17 Tevet 
 
4:21pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
 

18                  18 Tevet 
  
Shabbat Services @ 
9:30am 
 

Havdalah @ 5:26pm 
 
 

19           19 Tevet 
 
 

20           20 Tevet 
 
MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. DAY 
 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

21      21 Tevet 
 
MAH JONGG   

22              22 Tevet 
 
vdf 

23               23 Tevet 
 
International 
Holocaust 
Remembrance Day 
Commemoration 
@ 7:30 Virtual 

24        24 Tevet 
 
4:30pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
 

25                  25 Tevet 
  
Shabbat Services @ 
9:30am 
 

Havdalah @ 5:34pm 
 
Mevorchim Chodesh 
Sh’vat 

26           26 Tevet 
 
 
 

27           27 Tevet 
 
 
 

28      28 Tevet 
 

29           29 Tevet 
 
5:35am Fast 
begins 
 
Yom Kippur Katan 
Shevat 
 
5:31pm Fast ends 
 
 

30               1 Shevat 
 
Rosh Chodesh 
Shevat 
 

31        2 Shevat 
 
4:39pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
SHABBAT ON 
THE ROAD 
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      February 2025 
Shevat 5785 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1                       Shevat 
  
Shabbat Services @ 
9:30am 
 

Havdalah @ 5:43pm 

2        4 Shevat 
 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
“WAKING 
LIONS” 

3        5 Shevat 
 
 
 
 

4        6 Shevat 
 
MAH JONGG 
@ 7:00pm 

5           7 Shevat 
 

6            8 Shevat 
 
 
 
 

7          9 Shevat 
 
 
4:48pm Candle 
Lighting 

8                  10 Shevat 
  

Shabbat Services @ 
9:30am 

 

Tu B’Shevat Sedar 
following Services 

 

Shabbat Shira 
 

Havdalah @ 5:51pm 

9          11 Shevat 
  
Super Bowl 
 

10         12 Shevat 
  
Board Meeting 

  

11    13 Shevat 
  
MAH JONGG 
@ 7:00pm 

12           14 Shevat 
  
 

13             15 Shevat 
  
 

14      16 Shevat 
  
4:57pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
 

15                17 Shevat 
  
Shabbat Services @ 
9:30am 

 

Havdalah 6:00pm 

 
 

16        18 Shevat 
  
 
 

17         19 Shevat 
  
PRESIDENT’S 
DAY  

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

18    20 Shevat 
  
MAH JONGG 
@ 7:00pm 

19           21 Shevat 
  
 

20             22 Shevat 
  
 
 

21      23 Shevat 
  
5:06pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
Potluck Dinner 
@ Shabbat 
Chai @ 6:30pm 
 
 

22               24 Shevat 
  
Shabbat Services @ 
9:30am 

 

Mevorchim Chodesh 
Adar 

 

Havdalah 6:08pm 

23        25 Shevat 
  
 
 
 

24         26 Shevat 
  
 
 
 

25    27 Shevat 
  
MAH JONGG 
@ 7:00pm 

26           28 Shevat 
  
 

27             29 Shevat 
  
5:00am Fast begins 

 

Yom Kippur Katan 
Adar 

 

6:06pm Fast ends 

28      30 Shevat 
  
5:15pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
Rosh Chodesh 
Adar 

 


