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LaCh L ’Cha! By Rabbi Howard Mandell

Dear Congregants & Friends ~

Most of us know that Rosh Hashanah, which fallshenfirst day of the month of
Tishrei,is the Jewish New Year, with our Tradition teachiingt it is the birthday of--the day
on which God created--the world.

How many of us know, however, that there wereioally 3 other birthdays provided
for in the Jewish calendar: The new year/birthdalirgs and the festivals (thé'tlay of the
month ofNissan s'day of the month dElul
year/birthday for the tithing of fruit trees (th"lof Sh'vat—interestingly, Shammai and Hillel had one of theany
disagreements over whether the birthday of thestskeuld fall on the*ior the 18 day ofSh'vat with Hillel's
position, as usual, prevailing).

Only one of these 3 birthdays continues to be cemarated today, in our country and across the wdtlts
the holiday ofTu Bishva{(“Tu” meaning “15” in Hebrew), and why this holidagntinues to be observed poignantly
illustrates one of the key reasons that Judaisnttiaisnued to exist and, at times, to flourish ober past 3,000 years
despite the persecution that it has endured anch#éimy challenges that it continues to confront.

With fruit trees in Israel generally starting tedsom around this time of the yeau Bishvatwas originally a
date to remind farmers to bring their “first frtite Jerusalem to be dedicated to God and to timeplee The
destruction of the" Temple, and the subsequent exile of the Jewishlpdmm Israel, thus eliminated the basis and
need, not only for the new year for the trees fbuthe other two new years, and with none of thedelays ever
having had any specific liturgy or ritual assodibtégth them, the other 2 holidays quickly fell thetwayside.

The important question, then, what ma8deBishvat
celebrated up to the present day? The reasohifoistthe same as the reason, alluded to abavéuf@ism’s continugd
survival over the past 3,000 years—the ability @sitingness of our Tradition to continuously “reient” itself and to
thus keep our Jewish holidays, beliefs, and prestigermane and meaningful.

During the first millennium of the common areaaasay of remaining spiritually connected to Isrdelwish
people across the world would eat a variety otd$raind nuts, around this time of year, that weosvgrin and could be
obtained from Israel.

It was the 16 and 17" century mystics of Tzfat, in Israel, the same camity, who gave us thiéabbalat
Shabbatervice we so enjoy here at C.B.l. on our twiceemthShabbat Chai'sthat first reinvented the holiday,
creating a seder modeled after the Passover S€ueereviu Bishvatthey would gather in their homes for a fifteen
course meal, each course being associated withdaffom the land of Israel. As part of the setleey would read
from an anthology, calleB'ri Eitz Hadar (“Citrus Fruit”), passages about trees taken fother sacred texts.

With the establishment of the State of Israel948, through the leadership of the JNH,Bishvatbecame a
Jewish Arbor Day, a national tree planting festiaalJewish People both in Israel and across thédwad remember, a
a child, each year around this time, my Hebrew stcteacher would ask us to bring a dollar (it wesb@ably less, but |
don’t want to date myself too much) for each ties tve wanted to plant in the State of Israel.

And with the increased awareness of global warpehmate change, and other environmental condeihesy,
Tu Bishvathas again been reinvented in the Jewish world tilme as an environmental holiday, with organm@atilike
Hazonand the Coalition on the Environment and Jewidl (COEJL) playing leading roles in the Jewish camity
and beyond, making us more aware of our respoitibihs Jews to be sensitive to and good stevediridhe
environment.

The following teaching is froricclesiates Rabbalan ancient set ahidrashim In this particulamidrash
God calls out to each of us, “Look at My works!eS®w beautiful they are, how excellent! For ysake | created
them all. See to it that you do not destroy My iofor if you do, there will be no one to repdif i

\"Z

Tu Bishvathis year begins on the evening of Tuesday, Jgr&@r We are going to be holding a brief seder|(no

more than 30 minutes) at the synagogue on Shahdraimy, immediately after services, on Saturdayré&ary 3rd.
We would love to have you join us! Please let Ampw if you will be attending, so that we can bessto have
enough fruit and nuts and enough food for the Ksliguvhich | will be sponsoring to commemorate in& ahrzeit of
my Dad’s death.

Sending wishes for peace, good health, and bigssiAll!

Shalom! PW6
Rabbi Mandell @il
i
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Invite your unaffiliated friends to attend and cons ider joining the CBI family.
They may want to inquire about our Sustaining Dues Model.

Suggested dinner donation is $10 per adult; $25 maximum per family,
no charge for children 12 & under. No charge if this is your first Shabbat Chai event!
And, of course, no charge for attending the Service only.

Reservations are requested to be made with Amy, 978-474-0540, office@BethlsraelMV.org,
by no later than Noon the Wednesday prior.
Please inform us if someone in your party has food allergies/dietary restrictions.

“Praise God with trumpet calls, with harp & lyre.

Praise God with drum and dance, flute and strings.”
Psalm :I|.50

3 |

Pictured above, members of Bashert, from left: MikeRoesler, Jeremy Finkle, Elaine Winic,
Jonathan Brody, Merle Roesler, Bob Moverman and Phib Onigman




UMASS Lowell Inn and

An Evening of Sweet Indulgence...and More!
Saturday, February 10, 2018

Join Billy Costa in choosing the best
desserts and appetizers from some of
the Valley’s best establishments!

110 GRILL

50 WARREN

BURTONS GRILLE

DOUBLETREE BOSTON ANDOVER
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS

IT’S ALL GOOD IN THE KITCHEN
KRM CHOCOLATES

LENZI’S CATERING

LOWELL TECH SCHOOL

LOVE + FLOUR

RAAGINI INDIAN BISTRO
SEASON'’S 52

STARBUCKS

TUSCAN KITCHEN CATERING
TWO CHEFS ARE BETTER THAN ONE
UTEC

WHO WILL BE AWARDED
BEST DESSERT IN THE MERRIMACK VALLEY?

KEY INFORMATION

-7:30-11:30 pm

- UMASS Lowell Inn and
Conference Center

- Appetizer and Dessert
Tasting

-Cash Bar

.DJ and Live Entertainment

.Silent and Live Auction

. Tickets

General Admission:
$40/pp -advance; $45/pp -door

Reserved Seats:
$50/pp in advance only

Reserved Table: $450/10

Purchase tickets now by emailing
SweetIndulgencelnfo@comcast.net or calling
978-494-0392. Latest info at
www.SweetIndulgence.Info

UMASS
uMAgs

Inn & Conference
enter

Conference Center
50 Warren Street
Lowell, MA 01852

Hosted by Billy Costa,
from TV Diner, the Dining
Playbook and Kiss 108FM

AUCTION
HIGHLIGHTS!

Concert Package

Autographed Patriots
and Red Sox Items

Autographed Rock
Star Merchandise

Be Part of Kiss108 Top
30 Countdown

Vacation Package
Incredible Jewelry

Home Wine Tasting
‘With Appetizers

Echo and Fitbit Raffle

Scratch Lottery
Collage- over $400

Presidential Wine
Collection

Lady’s & Men’s
‘Watches

50" TV

Ol

PRESENTED BY CBI

360 Merrimack Street
Building 5, 3rd Floor
Lawrence MA 01843

Sponsored by: Merrimack Valley Magazine, Spector Textile, H&I. Enterprises and WCAP 980 AM
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NEWS FROM BASHERT

Upcoming Events

Shabbat Chai events in February will be held at @B2/2 (see flyer on page 3) & 2/23 - Please y@h

The North Parish Unitarian Universalist Church Yo@roup of North Andover will join us for Shabbathai
on 2/2, as part of their interfaith curriculum. eéfyone is invited!

On February 9, Bashert will be sharing their musith the community of Temple Isras
200 State Street, in Portsmouth, NH, and Rabbi Mmdll be leading services there t
evening. We invite you to come up to Portsmoultth take part in this special event.

downtown Portsmouth area is alive with boutiqueas@ums and restaurants - a vib
city. There is a lot of history to this seacoamhmunity - to mention just a few - Stra

! " - and so much more. F
more details, contact Jon Brody, jonbrody@comceastar Temple Israel, 603.436.530

Bashert still has a few t-shirts for sale at $1€heaWe appreciate your support!

=460k 0 $#-% #0- |
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2/1, Heather Dudley Adelle Stavis & Doug Cuthbertson, on the marriage
2/1, Howard Spector of their daughter, Rebecca, to Kassim Mirza
2/11, Sam Spector
2/17, Noa Bourke Y#* )+P.=- 68& - )%

2/20, Dena Brody
2/21, Rabbi Mandell | 5
2/25 Alan Friedman b, & !
2/27, Beth Edelstein &
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SOCIALACTION COMMITTEE

CBI will prepare and serve meals at Lazarus Holisésth Sunday of the month when there is one. tiutdilly there
may be other dates sooner than 4/29. Please tdatacFriedman Lee for more information, amy-lee@cast.net.

The Social Action Committee is in the process ahping several events and we look forward to shat@tails soon.
In the meantime, we hope that the following comrtyuavents will be of interest:

Examining Whiteness Workshop

Thursday, February 1, 6:30-8:30 pm at Memorial Hadlary, Andover

Facilitated by Rev. Julie Mavity Maddelena — Digradf Spiritual Life at Brooks School.
For more information visit:

Merrimack Valley Project Chapter Meeting
Wednesday, February 7, at 7:00 pm (refreshmer@38j at the MVP office at in Lawrence
Join together with others from Lawrence, Andoved Blorth Andover for a conversation about the MVé&fferts on
behalf of social justice in the Merrimack Vallelfor more information contact Trevor LaFauci, Organi(cell:
> email: )}

Alice’s Ordinary Peopld&=ilm Screening

Thursday, February 8, at 7:00 pm at Memorial Hedfary, Andover

A documentary film about Alice Tregay, an unsungpiree of the Civil Rights Movement, by filmmakeraly Dud-
nick who will attend the screening and lead a dis@n after the film.

For more information visit:

Book Discussion ol atino City: Immigration and Urban Crisis in Lawrene, Massachusetts, 1945-2000
Sunday, February 111:30 am -1:00 pm, North Parish Chapel, North Amalo

Latino Cityexplores the transformation of Lawrence into Nevwgland’s first Latino-majority city. For more infor
mation visit:

Panel Discussion of BooBetween the World and Mby Ta-Nehisi Coates
Thursday, February 22, 6:30-8:30 pm at Memorial Hadrary, Andover
For more information visit:

The Social Action Committee welcomes your ideagikiwun olam Please let us know if you would like to join or
would like to suggest a project!

Amy Friedman Lee and Susannah Abbott
Co-Chairs

FAMILY FUNDS, TRUSTS,
GIFTS & ENDOWMENTS
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Kind & Genherous Donations

TEMPLE FUND

From

B’nai Brith

Ida & Charles Marget
Ellen & Jon Brody
Ellen & Jon Brody
Elaine Winic

Elaine Winic
Judith Chaloff & Marty Weiss
Judith Chaloff & Marty Weiss

Judith Chaloff

Jerry Golner

Natalie Greenblatt
Ida & Charlie Marget

From
Rabbi Howard Mandell

From
Phyllis Lurie

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS

Mourner

Jeffrey H. Weinberg & Family

Elizabeth & Arnold Greenhouse

Arnold & Elizabeth Greenhouse

Edith Jacobson Lama

Harvey E. Freedman

Barbara Pofcher

Myrna S. Weisman

Yana Shapiro

Karen Meyer & David Goldberg

Rosalie Mauser

Erica J. Shatz-Spry

Les Tye

Ida Marget

Libbie Glazer

Sandra Dorros

Arlene Wizwer

Kenneth A. Wernick

Jeremy Finkle

Alvin Lebowitz

Sheryd Jackson

Sheryd & David Jackson and
Brooke Ferris

Jill Brown

Jill Brown

Jill Brown

Natalie Greenblatt

Gary & Linda Rogers

Harvey Freedman

To

CBI
Neil Fishman & Family
Roberta Hantgan
Michelle & Larry Soll
Sue & Howie Nellhaus

Sue & Howie Nellhaus
Sue & Howie Nellhaus
Sue & Howie Nellhaus

Esta Levine
Esta Levine

Esta Levine
Howard Silver

Occasion

Topsfield Fair Fundraiser
In meny of beloved mother, Evelyn
In memory elilved mother, Ida “Hon” Hantgan

In honaf the engagement of son, Eric, to Leah Franonie

In honor oétengagement of their son, David, to Joann
Grater
In honor oétengagement of their son, Daniel, to Marilg
Latrille
In honor of the engagement of their son, Davidldanna
Grater
In honor of the engagement of their son, DangeMarilou
Latrille
In memory of herdweld husband, Jerry Levine
In memory of her bebbtausband, Jerry Levine
In memory of heloved husband, Jerry Levine
In memoryho$ beloved brother, Edward

LEONARD C. MANDELL LEGACY FUND / MAY THEIR MEMORY A LWAYS BE FOR A BLESSING

Occasion

In memory of beloved &thH_eonard C. Mandell

[

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Occasion
In appreciation

Departed
Gladys C. Weinbergotker & Grandmother

Sally Hurwitz, Mathe
Sydney Greenhousthdr
Morris Jacobson, Father
Gussie Herman, Grandmother
Wilmer Pofcher, Husband
Jason |. Weisman, Brother-in-Law
Fannie B. Shapiro, Mother-in-Law
Mary Piltch & Harryiteh, Grandparents
Alfred Feinberg, Father
Jack Shatz, Father
David Bronstein, Father-in-Law
Arthur Kallman, Father
Asi Fleet, Grandfather
Virginia Dorfman, Mother
David Fiegleman, Beloved Father
Virginia Ciapciak, Sister
Bess Finkle, Mother
Lillian Lebowitz
Samuel Raifman, Beloved Grareifath
Ruth B. Shapiro, BaldMether & Grandmother

Elaine Kaplan, Mother

Craig Kaplan, Brother

David Kaplan, Brother
Edward Greenblatt, Brothek-amw
Sylvia Rogers, Mother
Sam Cole, Step-father




The following names will be read, and people remendsed, on Shabbat - Yahrzeits
Zichronam livrachamay their memories be for a blessing

February 3 /18 Shevat

Sheila Bain

Gertrude Berenson
Isaac Bernstein
Samuel Bernstein
Leonard Bick

Max D. Bier

Louis Brams

Lena Brodsky

David Louis Bronstein
Anne Cohen
Rebecca Cohen
Alex Dendy

Virginia Dorfman
Steven Alan Fishbein
Chaim Fried

Ida Garnick
Abraham Gedansky
Saidee Goldberg
Gussie Herman
Harry Herscot

Meyer Kaplan

Louis King

Nathan Klaiman

H. Labinsky
Theodore P. Levine
Leonard C. Mandell
Harry Piltch

Barnett Rappaport
Anna Gardner Ritter
Gittel Rosenberg
Rebecca Rosenbloom
Lillian I. Rosenthal
Maurice L. Silverman
John Silverwatch
Kolman Sobil

Leo Stern

Sarah Traub

Esther Zeller

February 10 / 25 Shevat

Dr. William L. K. Austin
Mitchell Baker

Aaron Braverman
David Brother

Joseph Byers

Bessie Cantor

Barnet Cohen

Ida Frank Cohen
Joseph Feldman

Paul Arthur Finkelstein
Asi Fleet

Harry Fox

Paul Gallin

Bessie Gidansky

Rebecca Gilboard
Edward J. Greenblatt
Joseph Grossman
Samuel J. Hamburger
Mollie S. Hershfield
Samuel Hoffman
Roger Hostetler
Craig Kaplan
Abraham Kremer
Clifford Lang
Bessie Lebowitz
Sylvia Levine
David S. Lipinsky
Morris Marmer
Joseph Meister
Edward Milstone
Harry Palefsky

Ida Palefsky
Samuel Raifman
Edward Richards
Elaine Rick

Harriet Roberts
Calvin Robinson
Sarah Rosenberg
Evelyne Segal
Ruth B. Shapiro
Donald Siegal
Morris Nathan Silton
Bessie Silverman
Max Soffer

Sidney Solomon
Tzirrel White
Edward Wiseman
William Wolfe
Sarah Zeller

February 17 / 2 Adar

Selma Abrahamson
Dr. Malcolm Artenstein
David Baker

Solomon Baker

Rose Bebchick

Jacob J. Bekesha
David Bernstein

Louis Bick

Alexander Blumenstock
Helene Myra Borke
Mailach Bruski

Sonia Burke

Lena Chedekel

Katie Cogan

Leo Cohen

Sylvia G. Edelstein
Samuel Edstine

Jack Feldman

Lillian Feldman

Samuel Feuer
Lucille Ash Fishbein
William Fleet

Rose Gedansky
Rebecca Goldman
Dr. Stephen Z. Grosz
Judith Halbstein
Henry Harris

Ira Harris

Morris Heifetz
Abraham Kaufman
Francis Rose Kniaz
Annie Konikoff
Nathan Kropp

Philip Levine

Meyer Lipchitz

Katie Orenstein
Eugene Randall
Annie Rich

Lena Richstein

Max Rindler

Philip Roemer
Samuel Rosenbloom
Rebecka Linder Rubin
Abraham Scolnick
Helen Shapiro
Jennie Shay

Vital Shay

Israel Shinberg
Dorothy Sidman
Ronald Siegel

Anna Solomon
Gussie Stowsky
Philip L. Straser
Abraham Robert Tubin
Isaac Tuton

Joseph Weinstein
Sarah Weinstein
William Yafa

February 24 / 9 Adar

Ida Annis

Julie Aronson

Arnold Bass

Nathan Bell

Henry Block

Mary Zelin Bloom
Rivarose Blumenstock
Max Coggan

Lena Cohen

Meyer Cohen

Hans R. De LaFuente
Sophie Eilberg
Roland Epstein
Zesse Feinman
Claire Fleet

Max Gardner

Harry Gerson

Israel Gerstein

Dorry L. Glassman
Bertha Levine Goldberg
Louis Goodtree

Elias Wolfson Gordon
June Gordon

Sima Gordon

Leopold Gottlieb
Sally Green

Freyda Grossman
Ruth Halzel

Rose Fleischman Jacobson
Gabriel Kahn

Morris Klaiman

Pearl Kline

Abraham Koupchik
Fannie Kremgold
Benjamin Kritzman
Ida Labinsky

Isaac Lapidus

Nancy Lieberman

Ida Malis

Mae L. Mascott
Richard Nellhaus
Moshe Tzvi Orenstein
Edward R. Paris
Anna Peacard
Elizabeth Richards
Richard B. Robinson
Sadie Rosenblatt
Annie Rosengard
Joel Schrank

Max Schwartz

Elaine Jacobson Shapiro
Ruth Rose Silver
Mary Silverwatch
Sadie Solkoff

Celia Steinberg

Edith Marjorie Tenenbaum
Leah Tucker

Ephraim Vineglass
Dorothy Zarkin
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Winter Family Fun Event - Sunday, March 11, 2:00 PM

Kevin Driscoll, Ventriloquist and his Troop of Misievous Friends
followed by: Make Your Own Sundae Party

Boston's Musical Ventriloquist Kevin Driscoll witlring Jerry and Jessica,
the wise-cracking 40" puppets, Doug the Talking Dog
Willie the Singing Whiteboard, and all the Driscpilppets
to entertain everyone ages 3 to 103.

Event is at Osgood Landing
1580 Osgood Street, North Andover, MA




Advertisers

Family owned and operated for 5 generation$

in the Merrimack Valley

978.372.9311

106 Summer St. Haverhill
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Cowan Insurance

Agency, Inc.

359 Main Street
Haverhill, MA 01830

Fax: (978) 521-4669
E-mail:

Service by People,
Not Voice Malil

GOLDMAN FUNERAL
CHAPEL

174 Ferry Street, Malden, MA 02148-562

HARVEY GOLDMAN
JAY GOLDMAN

Boston Area: 781-324-1122 Toll Free: 800-982-37]
Fax: 781-324-7553 Email at
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JewishBoston.com

For Jew(ish), Young(ish), Kids, PlusKids,
Tradition, Activism

For Culture, Food, Holidays, Jewish Learning,
Shabbat, Israel, Current Affairs, History

For Boston and it's Environs - Events and Blog

JewishBoston.com’s goal is to be the digital ho
of the Jewish community in Boston.

JewishBoston.com aims to unite all of Boston'’g
Jewish voices into one cohesive platform.

JewishBoston.com is committed to representin
Boston'’s diverse Jewish community, and
welcomes a broad spectrum of viewpoints.

Visit

An Initiative of Combined Jewish Philanthropies EgJ
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of our Congregation are recorded on the leave
the Tree of Life in the Sanctuary. There is ro@m
more!

To honor the special people
and events in the life of
your family, please consider
having a leaf engraved with
a personalized sentiment.

For more information oh
how you can preserve yogur
memories, please contact
Amy in the office af
e

or 978.474.0540.

Many special occasions in the lives of the members

s of
f




Your message could be appearing
in this space next month!
To place an ad or receive more information abou
advertising in our monthly Newsletter, please conts
Amy at 978.474.0540 or
Advertising@BethlsraelMV.org

PLEASE PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS
WHO SUPPORT CBl!

) —+

JNF TREE CERTIFICATES ARE
AVAILABLE AT CBI

For a contribution of $18
(same price as online at the JNF
website), you can request a
personalized JNF Trees for Israel
certificate be sent to the recipient of
your choice, for any occasion!

To learn more about the
work of the Jewish National Fund,
visit their website, www.|nf.org.

What a meaningful way to
honor, memorialize and celebrate
friends and loved ones at birthdays,
anniversaries, b’nei mitzvah,
accomplishments, get well wishes,
and more!

Please call
or email Amy in
the office for more
information and to
order your
certificates today!




Board of Directors

OFFICE NAME

COMMITTEES

Robin Rose

Co-Presidents Howard Spector

Rabbi

Vice President Jeff Tye

Howard Mandell

Ritual Assistant
Rabbi Mandell is

Vice President | Caren Jacobson Programming available by calling
his direct line,
. . 917.526.0445,

Clerk Jim Shainker Development, Governance or via
Treasurer TBA
c " Synagogue

orresponding Office Hours
Secretary TBA
Directors Judith Green Chaloff Strategic Planning Monday through Friday

9am-5pm

If you're planning a trip

Roberta Hantgan Membership to the Synagogue, it's a
good idea to call ahead
Bob Moverman Strategic Planning to be sure someone is

available to greet you.

Bill Shek

Strategic Planning Phone: 978.474.0540
Fax: 978.474.1915

Past President Jonathan Brody

Finance

Past President Howie Flagler

)

OFFICE / STAFF

Rabbi Howard Mandell =
Administrator, Amy Sherr =
Co-Presidents, Robin Rose & Howard Spector =

Treasurer =
Board & Leadership =

COMMITTEES & MORE

CBI Cares =

Development, Jim Shainker[=
Finance =

Governance, Jim ShainkerGz

COMMITTEES & MORE continued

House =
Long Range Planning, Jim Shainker =

Newsletter Advertising #

Newsletter, Amy Sherr &

Publicity / Communication £

Ritual Support, Jeff Tye £

Social Action / Chesed, Susannah Abbott & Amy Fmed Lee

Webmaster, Rick Pike &
Website Designer, Robin Rosé/#
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